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Report of the National Bishop 
 

óTogether for the love of the worldò 

 

I canôt even begin to tell you how excited I am for the 2013 Joint Assembly. This joint gathering 

of our two churches has been a long-time in the planning. A dream, a hope that Archbishop Fred 

Hiltz and I have had since we were both elected in 2007 is finally happening!  

 

This is a meeting quite unlike any other meeting we have ever had. This isnôt just the ELCICôs 

National Convention and the Anglican Church of Canadaôs General Synod happening in the 

same place and at the same time. Instead, we will be meeting together in a joint assembly, doing 

most things together and only doing what our constitutions require in our separate gatherings. 

This is a historic gathering and the whole church will be watching. 

 

The theme of the Joint Assembly, Together for the love of the world, illustrates how our Full 

Communion relationship isnôt just a document that describes a relationship between our two 

churches. It demonstrates how our relationship enables us to reach out in mission and ministry, 

love and service to the world that God so dearly loves.  

 

During the Joint Assembly we will deal with a number of important matters that you would 

expect at a National Convention and General Synodði.e. the business of the church. But we will 

also have a number of unique opportunities at this special event. We will welcome and host 

many special guests at the Joint Assembly. They will come from the Lutheran and Anglican 

Communions and from our ecumenical partners to share in this special gathering with us. During 

our time together we will also participate in a special public witness event as we gather together 

on Parliament Hill on Saturday morning to be a visible sign of how we have come Together for 

the love of the world.  

 

During our time in Ottawa, we will also have the opportunity to gather separately as the 14
th
 

Biennial Convention of the ELCIC. The National Convention is the highest legislative authority 

of our church and we have a number of items on the business agenda this year.  

 

We will spend time during our business sessions discussing Structural Renewal within the 

ELCIC. A number of proposed changes to the constitution are coming to the Joint Assembly. I 

urge all delegates (and even non-delegates) to read the documents on Structural Renewal (you 

can find more background on www.elcic.ca/structural-renewal), discuss them with your 

conferences and congregations, and with others in your community.  

 

Structural Renewal has been a topic of much conversation throughout our church for several 

years now. I will admit I was disappointed during the synod conventions last year when the four 

western synods chose not to support the proposal for amalgamation. The challenges of 

decreasing resources in both membership and finances remain before us. So it is time for us to 

roll up our sleeves and work to find a new way forward. We are a gifted and creative church and 

the Holy Spirit will lead and guide us. We will have time during our business sessions to begin to 

discuss the future of our church. 

 

http://www.elcic.ca/structural-renewal
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I remain convinced that one of the important ways forward for us is to continue to work on 

deepening our discipleship. The Call to Spiritual Renewalðto pray, read, worship, study, serve, 

give and tellðare vital to preparing us for the church God is calling us to be. We cannot fulfill 

our call to make disciples if we cannot first take seriously what it means to BE disciples. 

 

Another important item of business at this convention will be to take up an unfinished piece of 

business from the 2011 National Convention. We will be considering a Resolution on 

Addressing Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking. This resolution comes out of the 

positions taken in our Social Statement on Human Sexuality. 

 

Together with the Anglicans we will consider a Joint Assembly Declaration that challenges us to 

work together in the areas of Homelessness and Affordable Housing and Responsible Resource 

Extraction. Committing to work together in these two areas is one way we will demonstrate that 

we are Together for the love of the world. 

 

This convention marks a turning point in the life of our church. The current strategic plan 2008ï

2013 has helped us focus on five areas of ministry as a National ChurchðEffective Partnerships, 

Focused Framework, Compassionate Justice, Diverse Faces and Spirited Discipleship. After a 

year of reflection and much hard work, National Church Council has adopted a new strategic 

plan. To help us focus our work as a church In Mission for Others we will practice Spirited 

Discipleship, nurture a Healthy Church, practice Compassionate Justice, and practice Effective 

Partnerships. I trust and pray that this plan will help us move forward. 

 

In closing, I want to thank those who have worked in partnership with me. 

 

¶ Thank you to all those who serve on NCC. You bring your gifts and talents together as you 

faithfully discern how God is calling us to be In Mission for Others. I am so pleased with the 

work we have accomplished together and I look forward to your continued partnership. In 

particular I want to thank the officersïSheila Hamilton, Murray Walter, and Ken Dayðwho 

put in many extra hours of service to our church. 

 

¶ Thank you to the Conference of Bishops, my colleagues and my friends, who continue to 

provide support and encouragement to me and to each other. 

 

¶ Thank you to Robert Granke, executive director, Canadian Lutheran World Relief and Hildy 

Thiessen, executive director, Group Services Inc. for the excellent working relationships we 

share individually and between our staffs. 

 

¶ My biggest thanks go to my staff, both those who work in the National Office and those who 

are deployed. In the past biennium they have included Barb Wiebe, Myrna Penner, Rick 

Natividad, Desiree Mendoza, Faye Schultz, Susan McIntyre, Lucia Carruthers, Catherine 

Crivici, Norm Coull, Gloria McNabb, Trina Gallop, Paul Gehrs, Lyle McKenzie, Carla 

Blakley and André Lavergne. Thank you for your hard work, dedication, vision, creativity, 

patience and good humour! I want the rest of the church to know of your faithful service and 

dedication, to our church and to our God. 
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Thank you all for allowing me the honour of serving you as National Bishop. There are many 

challenges and frustrations in carrying out this office and sometimes it is overwhelming. But 

there are many more days when I feel deeply privileged to fulfill this calling and awed by the 

wonderful opportunities and challenges I am allowed to experience on your behalf. I know that I 

am not called to do this ministry alone but have been given wonderful partners for the journey. I 

also want to say thank you to the many of you who hold me in prayer. Your support means a lot 

to me.  

 

 I am not afraid for the future of our church because I know in the end it is Godôs church. We do 

not know for sure how things are going to turn out but we know that with God they will be good. 

As we strive together for the love of the world, we know that with God we will be blessed and 

that with Godôs help we will be a blessing to others. 

 

 

Rev. Susan C. Johnson 

National Bishop 
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The Report of the National Office 
 

The following is the combined reporting of the work of the National Office. It is only the 

highlights of our work but it is my hope that this report will provide you with a glimpse at how 

we carry out the mandate we receive from the church. This mandate is carried out by staff, 

committees, and numerous volunteersðall serving to help us be a church In Mission for Others. 

 

Effective Partnerships 
Our work In Mission for Others is multiplied when we work together with our partners both 

within the Lutheran community and ecumenically. The ELCIC strives to be good stewards of the 

resources we have been given by working alongside our partners and rejoicing in the gifts we 

can share together. 

 
Anglican Church of Canada (ACC) 
 

The Joint AnglicanðLutheran Commission (JALC) continues to work on strengthening 

Waterloo Ministries, full-communion (ACC-ELCIC) ministries that give expression to The 

Waterloo Declaration (2001). The Waterloo Ministries catalogue serves to promote 

communication between Lutheran and Anglican communities around common needs and 

concerns. This catalogue has also been provided to the Shared Ministries Bureau which 

maintains a larger list of ecumenical shared ministries at www.ecumenist.net/smb/. 

 

JALC and the Lutheran Episcopal Coordinating Committee (LECC) jointly produced a series of 

Epiphany devotions for 2013. These six devotions focus on our full-communion realities as an 

expression of Christian unity and are a good lead up to the 2013 Joint Assembly.  

 

The presiding bishops of our four Anglican/Lutheran North American churches which include 

ELCIC, ACC, ELCA and The Episcopal Church, USA (TEC) requested that JALC and LECC 

draft a statement on cooperation. This Word to the Churches will include what we have achieved 

in 12 years of full communion, north and south; hopes for the future; shared witness of the four 

churches; shared context for our North American churchesðhow our churches can offer a 

significant voice on, e.g., indigenous matters, governmental issues, environment, pipeline, etc. It 

is planned for publication by Pentecost. 

 

JALC has created draft Governance Guidelines for Joint Anglican-Lutheran Congregational 

Ministries.  

 

In May 2012, a delegation including National Bishop Susan Johnson, Archbishop Fred Hiltz 

(primate, ACC) and JALC co-chairs Bishop Michael Pryse and Dean Peter Wall travelled to 

Jerusalem to meet with Bishop Suheil Dawani (Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem) and Bishop 

Munib Younan (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land). The Canadian 

delegation met with the bishops and members of both churches to encourage their friendship and 

collaboration as their churches contemplate the journey toward full communion. The Waterloo 

Declaration (ELCIC and ACC, 2001) was presented and discussed. Both local bishops agreed to 

issue a joint pastoral letter and the path to a refreshed and deepening working relationship 

between the churches and their many institutions was launched and celebrated. The journey came 

http://www.ecumenist.net/smb/
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at the request and expense of the Anglican Communion and The Lutheran World Federation. 

 

The Canadian 2012ï13 (Advent through Reign of Christ) Anglican-Lutheran Cycle of Prayer has 

been published.  

 

The ACC is in a formal ecumenical dialogue with the United Church of Canada (UCC). In the 

spirit of Full Communion, the ELCICôs Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen serves as an ñAnglicanò on the 

dialogue. With the blessing of the ELCIC, Bishop Don McCoid, executive for ecumenical and 

inter-religious relations in the Office of the Presiding Bishop for the ELCA, has agreed to serve. 

 

The ACC is also in a formal ecumenical dialogue with the Canadian Conference of Catholic 

Bishops. Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson was appointed as the ELCIC partner for this dialogue. 
 

Mennonite Church Canada (MCC) 
 

Healing Memories, Reconciling in Christ, a four-session study process intended primarily for 

groups that include both Lutherans and Mennonites, was distributed to delegates at the 2011 

National Convention and was distributed to congregations who were not at convention. 

Additional copies are available from the National Office.  

 

In December 2011, senior staff members from the ELCIC and MCC met to deepen 

understanding of each otherôs churches and to consider possible areas of cooperation. It was 

agreed that one area of possible collaboration could be in the area of indigenous ministries.   
 

Canadian Council of Churches (CCC) 
 

Rev. André Lavergne, assistant to the bishop for ecumenical relations, and Pat Lovell, NCC 

member, represent the ELCIC at the CCC governing board. The CCC is contemplating whether 

to hold an assembly in future years, something which is provided for in the constitution but 

which has not been undertaken in some years.  

 

In May 2012, the CCC entered a new triennium with a fresh executive and repopulation of its 

commissions and committees. The ELCIC is more active than ever with a variety of new and 

renewed appointments. The ELCIC has offered a firm witness around the careful stewardship of 

our resources with a view to: (1) bringing clear focus and prioritization to the work of the CCC, 

in line with (2) the CCCôs capacity, and (3) the CCCôs need to engage in any particular work.  

 

The Commission on Faith and Witness (CFW) met for the second time in the new Canadian 

Council of Churches (CCC) triennium, the first time that the ELCIC has had representation in 

recent years. The Commission is considering a couple of potential directions for intensive 

theological study. The ELCIC has interest in pursuing a theology of interfaith (Christian/non-

Christian) engagement. The CFW is one of the few places where the ELCIC is in significant 

conversation with a number of Orthodox churches.  
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The future of CCC ChristianðJewish dialogue is unclear as the Jewish representatives have 

withdrawn following the recent United Church of Canada General Council (August, 2012) 

decision calling for a boycott of goods produced in the West Bank.  
 

Canadian Interfaith Conversation (CIC) 
 

The Canadian Interfaith Conversation (CIC), under the secretariat of the Bahaôi community, is in 

the process of creating a charter vision to serve as a reference point for ongoing conversation. 

The CIC has already provided a valuable witness on the recent question of terminating non-

Christian prison chaplains. At this juncture, the ELCIC will be joining the Anglicans, Uniteds, 

Mennonites and others Christians in participating in the CIC which includes Hindu, Jewish and 

Muslim voices among others.  

 

Canadian Churches Forum for Global Ministries (CCFGM) 
 

An ecumenical consultation occurred in December 2012, to assist the CCFGM with 

contemplating its place on the Canadian ecumenical scene. The conversation was fruitful. While 

the future remains unclear, CCFGM is considering new forms of engagement, possibly internal 

to Canada, possibly to address new interfaith and unfolding aboriginal realities. 

 

Church Council on Theological Education (CCTE) 
 

Since 1990, CCTE has encouraged discussion of theological education beyond denominational 

barriers. In recent years, the desire for wider interfaith discussion, various opportunities for 

ecumenical gathering and reduced denominational resources mean that CCTE does not have a 

clear purpose or sustainable future. At its May 2012 board meeting, a decision was made to wind 

up operations of this ecumenical council by December 31, 2012. The ELCIC is a member of 

CCTE, and will be diligent to the governance and administration required for closure.   

 

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) 
 

The LWF engaged in a strategic planning process that is captured in LWF Strategy 2012ï2017: 

The LWF CommunionðWith Passion for the Church and for the World. 
(www.lutheranworld.org/lwf/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/LWF-Strategy-2012_2017-EN-low.pdf)  

 

Bishop Cindy Halmarson has been appointed as LWF Council Adviser. 

 

Planning continues at many levels for the celebration of the 500 anniversary of the Lutheran 

Reformation in 2017. National Bishop Johnson is part of an international task force planning 

events for The Lutheran World Federation. The committee has underlined the use of new 

information technologyðñfrom Gutenberg to Googleòðas crucial especially in engaging young 

people in the different activities planned by LWF member churches throughout the world. The 

committee affirmed that the LWF Twelfth Assembly in 2017 would be the primary focus for 

international recognition of the anniversary year. On October 31, 2017, multiple observances 

will occur in congregations and local settings around the world. The ELCIC has asked to be kept 

in the loop as ELCA does its planning for 2017 so that we might also think of how to celebrate 

regionally. 

http://www.lutheranworld.org/lwf/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/LWF-Strategy-2012_2017-EN-low.pdf
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World Council of Churches (WCC) 
 

The WCC Central Committee has determined that the theme of the WCCôs Tenth Assembly 

meeting in Busan, South Korea in 2013 will be a prayer, ñGod of life, lead us to justice and 

peace.ò Just peace became a dominant motif of the 2011 Ecumenical Peace Convocation that 

ended the Decade to Overcome Violence. The biblical text for the theme will be Isaiah 42:1ï4. 

National Bishop Johnson is a delegate, Rev. André Lavergne, assistant to the bishop for 

ecumenical relations, will attend as an ecumenical officer, and Emily Ritz will be a steward.  

 

The WCC has produced a unity statement for ratification at its Tenth Assembly. The statement 

will take the World Councilôs partner churches into the next generation of ecumenical 

engagement. 

 

Partner Churches 
 

Through a network of strong partners, we are able to live out the call to be In Mission for Others 

through the important ministry of global mission. The ELCICôs Global Mission program has 

been reimagined over the last few years. Recent financial challenges, such as significant 

decreases in benevolence to the National Office and decreased funding to designated giving for 

Global Mission, have meant that the church has had to look at new ways of carrying out this 

ministry. 

 

In 2012, ELCIC Global Mission giving exceeded $209,000 (with $69,363 of that designated for 

companion synod programs). Although this is good news, the reality is that support for ELCIC 

Global Mission fell $48,000 short of budget last year. 

 

This has meant the following changes to ELCIC Global Mission: 

 

¶ After 20 years of service in Thailand, Lori Endress returned to Canada at the end of June 

2011 when her contract with the ELCIC came to an end.  

¶ Rev. Fran Schmidt, who worked on our behalf in Lima, Peru with the Iglesia Luterana 

Evangelica Peruana (ILEP) from 2008 to 2012, returned to Canada at the end of June 

2012 when her contract was completed. 

¶ Rev. Brian Rude, the ELCICôs longest serving missionary in El Salvador, completed his 
term with National Office at the end of December 2012. 

 

We give thanks and celebrate the work of these faithful servants! While the way we carry out the 

ministry of global mission is changing, the ELCIC continues to be engaged in this important 

ministry through the following relationships: 

 

¶ Through our partnership with ELCA Global Mission (GM), ELCIC personnel can 

continue to serve in opportunities around the world. These opportunities include the 

Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program. The ELCA GM accepted an ELCIC 

young adult, Jane Gingrich, into this program in February 2012 and she was assigned to 

Madagascar. For the 2013ï14 program year, we will be in partnership with Canadian 
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Lutheran World Relief to sponsor an ELCIC youth participant to the YAGM program. 

Ole Schenk is waiting to hear of his placement at this time. 

¶ We continue to partner with the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Argentina to 

support the ministry done in the Patagonia area with Indigenous people. Currently 

this work is served by Rev. Andrea Baez. We look forward to welcoming an 

additional pastor in the area this year. 

¶ We also continue to partner with the Peruvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to support 

the ministry done in the Amazon area with indigenous people. Currently this work is 

served by Rev. Yoli Zavaleta. 

 

Rev. Carla Blakley, assistant to the bishop for global mission, was invited to attend the National 

Assembly of the Peruvian Evangelical Lutheran Church (ILEP) October 25ï27, 2011.  The 

Lutheran World Federation has been assisting ILEP in a process of sustainability. The sixteen 

ILEP congregations and the four ILEP faith communities, along with the nine clergy participated 

in a process to set values, goals, visions for ILEP for 2012ï16.   

 

In April 2012, National Bishop Susan Johnson and Rev. Carla Blakley, assistant to the bishop for 

global mission, attended the 52 National Assembly of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Argentina and Uruguay (IELU). One of the highlights of the assembly was the election of Rev. 

Gustavo Gomez as president. ELCIC Global Mission financially supported the work of Rev. 

Gomez previously as a mission pastor in the Patagonia region. Pastor Sergio Utz, mission pastor 

in the Patagonia region, also supported by the ELCIC Global Mission, hopes to be joined by a 

replacement pastor in the near future. Rev Blakley visited the mission areas of the Patagonia, 

including Barilochi, Esquel and Cushamen. These mission areas are grateful for the financial 

support given by ELCIC Global Mission. 

 

A letter was sent to our primary ecumenical partners communicating the decision of convention 

to adopt the Social Statement on Human Sexuality and the three related policy motions on church 

unity, presiding at marriages and roster standards.  

 

 

Focused Framework 
Being effective as a church body means having a framework that is responsive to our mission, 

vision and goals. In the ELCIC, we work to build community within the church and among our 

partners through a strong administrative structure, open lines of communication, fostering 

relationships among all expressions of the church, and by having the courage to face the 

challenges of new realities that come before us. 

 

The homepage for elcic.ca was redesigned and launched in July 2011. The redesigned page 

features more organized content and a dynamic visual presentation. It will also allow us to better 

work on ñtelling the storyò of the ELCIC In Mission for Others through the homepage banner 

that visitors see when they visit the site. 

 

The www.worship.ca website ñLift Up Your Hearts,ò is now hosted on the ELCIC server and 

managed by Communications Department. An online survey on the use of the website was 

created as well as a survey questionnaire as part of the annual parochial report. Information 

http://www.elcic.ca/
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gathered from the surveys will be used to direct a redesign of the website as a worship resource 

for the ELCIC and others.   

 

The Program Committee for Leadership for Ministry (PCLM) was asked by the Conference of 

Bishops to make a change to the Candidacy Manual regarding the role of relators. There is a 

general feeling at PCLM that the ELCIC needs a ñculture of call,ò where awareness and 

articulation of vocation is common place among lay and rostered leaders. Such a culture would 

support both invitation to rostered leadership, and an ongoing commitment to continuing 

education.  

 

The Conference of Bishops suggested revisions to the standards for the Alternative Route for 

Admission to the Ordained Roster of the ELCIC. The Alternative Route is designed ñto provide 

ordained leadership in specific communities who face difficulty in securing Word and Sacrament 

ministry through the churchôs regular call process.ò Currently, a candidate for the Alternative 

Route needs to emerge from within the specific community. A proposed amendment would open 

the process to an appropriate candidate emerging from elsewhere in the synod.  

 

PCLM made final revisions to a Mentorôs Handbook to support the process of mentoring 

candidates for rostered ministry in the ELCIC. At its March 2013 meeting, NCC endorsed the 

Mentorôs Handbook as a recommended resource to support mentorship during candidacy; the 

handbook will now be included in the appendices of the Candidacy Manual.  

 

National Office staffing changes: 

¶ In December 2011 we said goodbye to Lucia Carruthers, editor of Canada Lutheran. We 

welcomed a new editor, Susan McIlveen, in February 2012.  

¶ Faye Schultz retired in September 2012 after faithfully serving the ELCIC for the past 13 

years.  

¶ In November 2012 Desiree Mendoza joined the ELCIC national staff team in the new 

position of meeting and communications assistant 

¶ Rev. Carla Blakley resigned as assistant to the bishop for global mission, effective 

January 31, 2013. National Bishop Johnson is currently filling this portfolio. 

 

After 15 years on Portage Avenue in downtown Winnipeg, the National Office has moved about 

5 blocks east and 1 block north to the Exchange District.  Canadian Lutheran World Relief and 

the ELCIC continue to share an office and our new address is 600 - 177 Lombard Avenue, 

Winnipeg, MB R3B 0W5.  ELCIC Group Services Inc. has moved also and is located on the 

eight floor of the same building.  The cost of tenant improvements is being covered by the 

tenantôs improvement allowance provided under our lease with our new landlord. The move will 

provide cost savings to the National Church from reduced rent costs. 

 

 

Compassionate Justice 
Through ministries such as Stewardship of Creation, the ELCIC, along with our partners 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief, KAIROS, and others, strives to be a church In Mission for 

Others by being a prophetic public voice and actively addressing social, environmental and 

justice issues locally, nationally and internationally. 
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On March 3, 2011 the National Bishop joined other faith leaders in signing an open letter calling 

on members of Parliament to support Bill C-393, a bill to improve Canadaôs Access to Medicine 

Regime (CAMR.) While the bill passed in the House of Commons, it did not come to a vote in 

the Senate before the election was called. 

 

On April 12, 2011 the National Bishop wrote to the Chief Electoral Officer of Canada, and to 

party leaders, asking for a review of the practices regarding advance polling procedures, as on 

this election advance polls were open on Good Friday. The chief electoral officer replied to the 

bishopôs letter, indicating that election procedures are dictated by an act of Parliament and could 

not be changed for this election. 

 

On April 13, 2011 the National Bishop wrote to the Parole Board of Canada (PBC) about the 

large increase to the fee being charged to ex-offenders who apply for a pardon. The formal 

complaint process is a legal protocol, promised to Canadians by law. The ELCIC received much 

support from the Church Council on Justice and Corrections (CCJC) in this process. Based on 

several complaints, the PBC set up an independent advisory panel, whose recommendations will 

be presented to the minister of public safety for consideration and will form part of the package 

the minister will table in Parliament.  

 

On June 20, 2011 the National Bishop was in Ottawa as a church leader to participate in a day of 

events that encouraged Canada to implement the UN Declaration of Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples. She spoke at a press conference in the Centre Block and later addressed participants and 

some members of Parliament on the ground of Parliament Hill. The event was organized by 

KAIROS. 

 

On June 30, 2011 the National Bishop agreed to support the general spirit and intent of ñA New 

Energy Vision for Canada.ò (http://tidescanada.org/news/canadians-want-low-carbon-energy-

leadership/) Canadaôs provincial and territorial energy ministers, and federal government 

representatives, met July 17ï18 to discuss national energy strategies. Endorsements were 

gathered to encourage the ministers to develop a national energy strategy that includes 

environmental concerns and the need to develop renewable energy sources. The vision paper was 

endorsed by companies, organizations, academics and faith groups. Working with this coalition 

gave ELCIC the opportunity to advocate on the issue of climate change (convention motion NC-

09-39). 

 

The United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP-17) met November 28 to December 9, 

2011 in Durban, South Africa. A ñCanadian Interfaith Call for Leadership and Action on Climate 

Changeò was developed by a group of interfaith partners; National Bishop Johnson signed the 

call on behalf of the ELCIC.  

 

From September 6ï11, 2011, the World Council of Churches (WCC) hosted a ñNorth American 

Forum on Poverty, Wealth and Ecologyò in Calgary. A key goal was to analyse the links 

between issues of poverty, wealth and ecology. Rev. Paul Gehrs represented the ELCIC at this 

event. 

 

http://tidescanada.org/news/canadians-want-low-carbon-energy-leadership/
http://tidescanada.org/news/canadians-want-low-carbon-energy-leadership/


BULLETIN OF REPORTS  Section GðOfficersô Reports 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ñTogether for the love of the worldò    ELCIC 14TH Biennial National Convention    July 3ï7, 2013    Ottawa Convention Centre, Ottawa, ON     G-11 
 
 

There were three domestic disaster appeals in 2011, jointly-issued by the ELCIC and CLWR, for 

Wildfires in Alberta, Flooding in Manitoba, and Flooding in Saskatchewan. The funds are used 

to support local relief efforts. The final results of these appeals are: 

¶ Alberta: $34,498 used to support Canadian Red Cross, Salvation Army, and 

congregational relief programming by St. Peterôs Ecumenical/Faith Lutheran, Slave Lake. 

¶ Manitoba: $12,576 used to support Salvation Army. 

¶ Saskatchewan:  $5,579 used to support Canadian Red Cross and Salvation Army. 

 

On December 14, 2011 the National Bishop wrote to the Honourable Peter Kent, minister of the 

environment, expressing disappointment and concern at the government's decision to withdraw 

Canada from the Kyoto Protocol.  

 

The Commission on Justice and Peace (CJP) of the Canadian Council of Churches focused on a 

strategic planning process. CJP assigned a priority ranking to all of its existing work. The ELCIC 

is emphasizing the need to work in partnership where other groups are doing this work.   

Trina Gallop, the ELCICôs director of communications, participated in a CLWR Global 

Encounter trip to Ethiopia in 2012. Trina assisted CLWR with the development and 

implementation of the communication strategy for the trip. In addition to blogging, social media 

updates and photo opportunities, a number of new videos have been created as a result of the 

Global Encounter trip that help share with ELCIC members our important work in that region. 

You can view a video from National Bishop Johnson as she reflects on ñthe gift of a goatò at: 

http://youtu.be/cVWDMSrMHl0. 

 

The Coalition on Physical Punishment of Children and Youth invited the ELCIC to endorse the 

Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children and Youth. The Childrenôs Hospital of 

Eastern Ontario is a key member of the coalition, and members of the ELCIC have brought this 

matter to the attention of the church. Information about the joint statement including the full 

statement and an executive summary can be found at 

http://www.cheo.on.ca/en/physicalpunishment. The Joint Statement concludes that ñOn the basis 

of the clear and compelling evidenceðthat the physical punishment of children and youth plays 

no useful role in their upbringing and poses only risks to their developmentðparents should be 

strongly encouraged to develop alternative and positive approaches to discipline. The 

implications of this evidence and this goal are examined in relation to Canadian law, human 

rights and actions taken by other countries.ò NCC endorsed the Joint Statement on Physical 

Punishment of Children and Youth based on the Social Statement on Human Sexuality. 

 

The National Bishop signed an interfaith letter expressing concern regarding cuts to part-time 

chaplaincy and changes to the model for delivering chaplaincy. 

 

KAIROS released a video called ñRemember the Landò based on the May 2011 Ecumenical 

Conference on Mining. The video features a clip from the last ELCIC National Convention 

related to the motion on ethical investing. You can view the video online and download the 

Study Guide here: http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/ecumenical-

conference-on-mining/remember-the-land-global-ecumenical-voices-on-mining/.  

 

http://youtu.be/cVWDMSrMHl0
http://www.cheo.on.ca/en/physicalpunishment
http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/ecumenical-conference-on-mining/remember-the-land-global-ecumenical-voices-on-mining/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/ecumenical-conference-on-mining/remember-the-land-global-ecumenical-voices-on-mining/
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As part of The Lutheran World Federation youth delegation, Jeff Buhse, NCC member, attended 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Doha, Qatar November 24 to 

December 7, 2012. You can read a blog he posted during the conference at: 

http://lwfyouth.org/2012/11/29/the-bank-of-climate-change/. 

 

 

Diverse Faces 
Young and old, male and female, ethnically diverse and drawing on the gifts of people with 

varying abilities and socio-economic differences; we strive to be a church that better represents 

the landscape where God has planted us. All are welcome at the table and our unique gifts 

enable us to be a church truly In Mission for Others.  

 

The Cora Martinson Memorial Fund committee reviewed its terms of reference. The fund 

supports Chinese ministry in the ELCIC by offering scholarships to ELCIC students who are 

studying to be church leaders and by supporting ELCIC congregations with grants for mission 

training events.  

 

Indigenous rights continues to be one of KAIROSô priorities, which is in harmony with the 

ñCovenant People: In Mission for Othersò theme from the last ELCIC convention. KAIROSô 

public campaign is entitled ñTruth, Reconciliation and Equity,ò and will continue for a few more 

years. As well, on October 24, 2011 KAIROS, in partnership with First Nations Child and 

Family Caring Society of Canada, issued ñHonouring the Children,ò a ñshadow reportò sent to 

the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child. It focuses on the plight of First 

Nations, Inuit and Métis children in the areas of education, welfare and health care.  

 

Using compassionate justice funds, the ELCIC is providing $2000 for each synod to support a 

diverse face training opportunity. The Eastern and Saskatchewan synods have both identified 

projects related to engaging in discussion with aboriginal communities. The remaining synods 

continue to work on identifying projects.  

 

National Bishop Susan Johnson was invited to attend the Anglican Indigenous Sacred Circle, 

August 5ï12, 2012 in Pinawa, MB.  You can find information on Sacred Circle at 

http://www.anglican.ca/im/category/sc2012/. Check out the National Bishopôs greetings at 

http://www.anglican.ca/im/video-highlights-national-bishop-susan-johnson/. 

 

CLAY 2012 invited some Anglican indigenous youth leaders to attend the gathering as guests.  

Both of these visits were opportunities for listening and learning about right relationship.  

 

On the evening of October 4, 2012, in Winnipeg, the National Bishop and Rev. Paul Gehrs, 

assistant to the bishop for justice and leadership, attended a ñSisters in Spirit Vigilò in memory 

of missing and murdered Aboriginal women.  

 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief has hired Rev. Tyler Gingrich to serve as youth engagement 

coordinator. This new position, with an initial three-year contract, seeks to help youth connect 

with the work of CLWR. The ELCIC looks forward to working with CLWR on engaging youth 

http://lwfyouth.org/2012/11/29/the-bank-of-climate-change/
http://www.anglican.ca/im/category/sc2012/
http://www.anglican.ca/im/video-highlights-national-bishop-susan-johnson/


BULLETIN OF REPORTS  Section GðOfficersô Reports 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ñTogether for the love of the worldò    ELCIC 14TH Biennial National Convention    July 3ï7, 2013    Ottawa Convention Centre, Ottawa, ON     G-13 
 
 

in the work of challenging the causes and responding to the consequences of injustice and 

poverty.  

 

 

Spirited Discipleship 
By living out our call to be In Mission for Others we strive to share our faith through our 

everyday actions. Whether itôs being involved in one of the ELCICôs ministries or sharing the 

good news in our own unique way, members of the ELCIC are signs of hope and of Godôs 

amazing grace in this world. 

 

Youth 
 

Twelve members of the ELCIC attended ñCommon Ground,ò an ecumenical youth ministry 

leadership training conference, including the assistant to the bishop for justice and leadership. It 

was organized by representatives from four churches: Anglican, Presbyterian, United, and 

ELCIC. It was a very good opportunity for learning, connecting, and being inspired.   

 

From September 13ɀ16, 2011, a group of 24 Anglican and Lutheran diocesan, synodical and 

national youth ministry leaders from across Canada gathered at Camp Columbia on Thetis 

Island, BC. Time was spent discussing vision, strategy and existing cooperative programs such 

as the Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering (www.clay2012.ca), the National Youth 

Project, and Justice Camp. The group prepared ñA Statement Reflecting the Visions and 

Conversations at Stronger Together.ò  

 

The 2010ï12 National Youth Project 12 for 12: Developing Full Community raised $42,876.02 

for the work of CLWR and Primateôs World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF). The 

majority of this money came from Lutheran youth groups, who have a much longer history with 

the national youth project. As such, $500 was sent to PWRDF, and the remainder was designated 

to support CLWR. 

 

Another successful Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth (CLAY) Gathering took place August 

16ï19, 2012 in Saskatoon, gathering under the theme ñhyperlink.ò The next CLAYgathering will 

take place August 14ï17, 2014 in Kamloops, BC.  

 

The 2012ï14 National Youth Project is seeking to address the issue of ñthe right to water in 

Canadian indigenous communities.ò Indigenous leaders are indicating that the first step is to 

build relationships and then determine appropriate action.  

 

The Program Committee for Youth Ministry (PCYM) recommends to synods that they send two 

people per synod to Stronger Together 2013, a gathering of youth leaders from Anglican diocese 

and Lutheran synods. The primary leadership and invitation for Stronger Together events in 2011 

and 2012 has come from Anglican youth leaders. The 2011 and 2012 events developed a values 

document which PCYM received and recommends to synods as a resource for initiating 

conversation about youth ministry.  
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Worship 
 

The National Anglican Lutheran Worship Conference took place, June 29 to July 2, 2012 at St. 

Johnôs College at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg. The conference theme ñBeyond the 

Fortressò was explored by presenters, Rev. Dr. Craig Van Gelder, professor of Luther Seminary, 

St. Paul, MN; and Douglas Cowling, director of music at St. Philipôs Anglican, Etobicoke, ON. 

Rev. Dr. Jann Boyd received the conferral of the Companion of the Worship Arts (CWA) at the 

Sunday morning worship.  

 

The Program Committee for Worship (PCW) met July 2ï3, in Winnipeg, following the Worship 

Conference. Significant agenda items included: 

¶ review of the Companion of the Worship Arts, including cost reductions, continuation of 

the conferral and production of new medals; an invitation was issued to Faith Worship 

and Ministry of the ACC to make a CWA conferral upon an Anglican recipient together 

with a Lutheran in 2014; 

¶ invitation from the North American Academy for the Catechumenate to participate in its 

regional event at Vancouver School of Theology, Vancouver, in 2014; PCW approved 

using Catechumenate designated reserves to subsidize registrations for some to attend the 

conference who are interested/actively using the Catechumenate process; and 

¶ reviewed and established a process for renewing www.worship.ca Lift Up Your Hearts 

ELCIC Worship website. 

 

Adapted Rites for Marriage and Prayers and Blessing after a Civil Marriage were completed, 

shared with the ELCA and copyright permission was received for provisional use until 2015; 

final versions have been prepared and distributed to synod bishops.  

 

Planning for the 2014 National Anglican Lutheran Worship Conference (NWC) is well 

underway with our Anglican partners. It will be jointly hosted by the Diocese of Edmonton of 

the ACC and the Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC. It will take place July 20ï23, 

2014 at Providence Renewal Centre, Edmonton. The presenters are Rev. Dr. Ruth Meyers, 

Church Divinity School of the Pacific and David Cherwin, Cantor, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 

Minneapolis. 

 

Continuing a commitment made to annually lift up our Christian brothers and sisters in the Holy 

Land, on the Second Sunday in Lent ELCIC members were invited to include prayers for the 

Holy Land in both 2012 and 2013. This year, National Bishop Susan Johnson also invited 

members of the church to pray for peace in the Middle East on the twenty-fourth
 
of each month. 

This regular call to prayer is part of a global ecumenical prayer vigil initiated by ACT Alliance. 

 

Spiritual Renewal 
 

The Call to Spiritual Renewal was officially launched at the 2011 National Convention and 

resources were distributed to delegates at convention and mailed to congregations who were not 

represented at convention. Full details can be viewed at http://elcic.ca/csr/default.cfm  

 

http://www.worship.ca/
http://elcic.ca/csr/default.cfm
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A Call to Spiritual Renewal Lenten Study was introduced in February 2012. ELCIC members are 

invited to use the seven areas of the Call to Spiritual RenewalðPray, Read, Worship, Study, 

Serve, Give, and Tellðto help focus their Lenten journey. A series of reflections around each of 

the areas have been prepared to help shape individual and group study. The resources are 

available online at elcic.ca/csr and can be used at any time of the year. 

 

The National Bishop released a special December 2011 video inviting ELCIC members to 

engage in the Call to Spiritual Renewal during the Christmas season. In the video, National 

Bishop Johnson shares her thoughts on ways to embark on the Call to Spiritual Renewal journey 

throughout Advent and Christmas. She also included this call to spiritual renewal in her Easter 

message for April 2013. 

 

Diaconal Ministry 
 

As declared by NCC, February 26, 2012 and February 24, 2013 were celebrated as ELCIC 

Diaconal Sunday. Resources and a bulletin insert were prepared and posted on the ELCIC 

website.  

 

The Diaconal Formation Event and gathering of the Diaconal Community of the ELCIC took 

July 9ï16, 2012 in Surrey, BC. 

 

Stewardship 
 

The National Office distributes stewardship resource sample packages to all ELCIC 

congregations, typically during the month of May. The 2012ï13 theme materials focus around 

"Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity.ò Congregations are invited to review the materials and 

submit orders. These materials, produced by the Ecumenical Stewardship Centre, are provided at 

no cost to ELCIC congregations and all are encouraged to make use of these resources as part of 

their stewardship ministry.Stewardship annual report covers were also distributed to all ELCIC 

congregations that requested them. The covers focus on the same theme as the stewardship 

resources and highlights the Call to Spiritual Renewal initiative with ideas for congregations and 

individuals. The resource also includes a suggestion for opening and closing of a congregationôs 

annual general meetingðagain, based on the annual theme.  

 

Final numbers are in for the ELCICôs second year of the Praise Appeal. It definitely was a 

marked improvement over 2011 and we look forward to even more engagement with this 

initiative in 2013! We offer our sincere thanks to all who donated to last yearôs appeal.  

 

2011 Praise Appeal Contributions: $37,275.37 

2012 Praise Appeal Contributions: $152,985,58 

 

We particularly want to thank the Eastern Synod for their extra mile efforts in setting a one-time 

Praise Appeal goal in 2012 of $100,000. Through the generosity of the members of this synod, 

they exceeded their goal and donated $124,165.05 to the appeal last year! 
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Resources for the 2013 ELCIC Praise Appeal, ñLet the peoples praise you, O Godò are now 

available online at: http://elcic.ca/PraiseAppeal/resources.cfm. You are encouraged to share this 

information with your congregation and community. 

 

Conclusion 
 
The work of the National Office continues to face many challenges. We remain excited about the work 

that lies ahead of us and are committed to do all we can to answer the call to be a church In Mission for 

Others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://elcic.ca/PraiseAppeal/resources.cfm
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Report of the Vice-President 
 
It has been my honour to serve as vice-president of the ELCIC over the last biennium. National 

Bishop Susan Johnson and I have continued to co-chair National Church Council (NCC) 

meetings. This allows both of us to participate in discussions when we are not chairing. We work 

well together and I think that my participation helps to ease some of the workload for our very 

busy bishop. 

 

I have chaired the Governance Committee during this biennium. This committee is responsible 

for ensuring that the NCC is following good governance practices.  I was also very involved in 

the development of the 2014ï17 National Church Strategic Plan which is included in your 

Bulletin of Reports and will be presented at the convention. This plan was begun by NCC, 

fleshed out by the national staff, and then revised and adopted by NCC. 

 

Over the past two years I have chaired the National Implementation Team which came out of the 

recommendations from the Structural Renewal Taskforce that were approved in principle at the 

2011 Convention. The recommendations from this team are included in your Bulletin of Reports 

as the ñImplementation Guide.ò These recommendations concerning changes to the structure of 

the National Church were developed by a team of dedicated folks from across the church. We 

will be presenting these recommendations at convention to ensure that you understand both the 

ñwhatò and ñwhyò before you are asked to vote on the constitutional changes which reflect these 

recommendations.  

 

My term of office expires at this convention. There will therefore be an election for vice-

president. I will allow my name to stand for re-election if the assembly so desires.  

 

 

 

Sheila Hamilton 

Vice-President 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada  
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